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the King and the Duke, who both declared they would adhere to my Lord Treasurer.
December 27. The Lords voted that his lordship should not be committed. The same day the dispute between the two Houses concerning the money bill was decided by a conference, and the bill passed both Houses. The King observing that the Earl of Strafford was violent against rny Lord of Danby in the House (which indeed was from a personal pique he had to him for obstructing a pension which he had from the Crown), told me he wondered at it, since his father carne to that unfortunate end by the same method of proceeding.
December 30. When it was least expected, the King prorogued the Parliament to the 4th of February; some said in favour of the papists, others of the Lord Treasurer, others in defence of his prerogative, which was more than one way invaded by the proceedings of the Commons. But he declared at the same time that he intended to disband the army, and to pursue the plot.
1G79.
January 3. It was reported that Mr. Montagu was withdrawn, and true, for he was soon after discovered in a disguise at Dover, going for France. The same day both the Duke and my Lord Treasurer said the King designed to keep my company standing if possible; however, if the Parliament should disband that with the rest of the army, he would give me some other employment of as.considerable value. Some murmurs were frequent in the interval of Parliament that the army was not disbanded, and that three persons condemned for the plot were respited from execution.
January 6. Being at a play where I sat near Col. Macarty, who was shortsighted, a gentleman in drink quarrelled with him, and drawing his sword passed at